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have made the loss of the election from my point
of view more certain."

Already a diminished figure, whose public reputa-
tion had been seriously damaged by the dubious
manoeuvres of the Abyssinian affair, Mr. Baldwin
was left almost in eclipse by this astonishing admis-
sion of elaborate duplicity upon the gravest question
of the day; and as he dwindled, his unwearied critic
gained proportionately in popular and Parliamentary
esteem. Was Mr. Churchill coming into his own
at last? It looked very like it in November, 1936;

IV

The position of the two statesmen was reversed
by the events of five days in December, 1936. For
on the morning of December 3 Mr. Churchill was
the successful critic of a discredited Prime Minister.
But by the afternoon of December 7 he was the
unwelcome advocate of a lost cause, and Mr. Bald-
win's intermittent star was lord of the ascendant
once again. His comfortable genius for letting
things alone had been disastrously applied to the
European situation and to the urgent problem of
Britain's rearmament; and its consequences were
no less unhappy in the case of his sovereign's
domestic future. For there, also, Mr. Baldwin did
nothing in particular and hoped devoutly for the
best. As Mr^ Churchill wrote regretfully a few
weeks later, " it was not in October, but in August
or earlier, that the first serious advice should have
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